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Monsanto Ask the Scientists Initiative  
Earth & Sky Progress Report  
January 2008- June 2008 
 
 
Earth & Sky has accomplished the following activities as they relate to the project’s outlined 
goals and the established Ask the Scientists Timeline as laid out in the project proposal.  Please 
see attached Initiative Timeline for reference to specific activities. 
 
Goal 1: To increase global science literacy and curiosity about science by encouraging young 
people from around the world to ask science questions. 
 
Activities Accomplished: 

1. Earth & Sky reached out to its network of educators, affiliates, and associations to 
promote the Monsanto Ask the Scientists project. We will work with the Monsanto Fund 
in the second half of the project to identify schools supported by the Monsanto Fund that 
may be interested in participating in the project. 

2. Earth & Sky gathered its technical staff, producers, and program manager in the 
beginning of the grant period to devise the best method to collect and record questions. 

a. Based on previous Ask the Scientist project experience and the increased 
ubiquitousness of Internet as a means of communication abroad, Earth & Sky has 
successfully used the Internet to gather young people’s questions from around the 
world.  We proposed alternate methods of gathering and recording questions 
within our proposal, and found that using the Internet was the easiest, most 
accessible and economical method for our participating schools and youth 
organizations.  The process for participating in the Monsanto Ask the Scientists 
initiative is outlined on our website at www.earthsky.org/article/ask-the-scientists 
which is the dedicated Monsanto Ask the Scientists mini-site on our website.  This 
mini-site will advertise the project until September 2008, at which point all the 
produced Ask the Scientists radio podcasts will be compiled and posted to the 
mini-site.  This will enable students, teachers, and the general public to access all 
the related radio podcasts and content in one place. Please see attached 
Addendum One for a screenshot of the Monsanto Ask the Scientists mini-site. 

b. Earth & Sky worked with John O’Leary, the department head for science at the 
American School in Japan, to develop the Teacher Tips section on our website 
which is linked within the Monsanto Ask the Scientist mini-site. These tips offer 
other participating teachers tips on how to record their student’s questions, and 
can be found on our website at http://www.earthsky.org/article/how-to-get-great-
audio, Please see Addendum Two for a screenshot of the tips section. 
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3. Earth & Sky has promoted the project in a variety of media outlets. One major promotion 
vehicle we have utilized in our website at www.earthsky.org which now welcomes over 
500,000 users a month, over 250% more users since submitting our proposal. We are 
promoting the Ask the Scientists initiative in various locations on our website including a 
button on our homepage at www.earthsky.org which links to the previously mentioned 
Monsanto Ask the Scientist mini-site. Please see attached Addendum Three for a 
screenshot of the homepage. We have also included a link to the Monsanto Ask the 
Scientists mini-site in the Kids section of our website at www.earthsky.org/kids/ and our 
Earth & Sky Teachers Center section at www.earthsky.org/teachers/. Please see 
Addendum Four and Five for screenshots of our For Kids and Earth & Sky Teachers 
Center sections of our website.  

We have also promoted the project to organizations abroad, including development 
agencies, international schools, ESL teacher message boards in addition to our network of 
over 1700 radio affiliates around the world.  This ensures high visibility of the Monsanto 
Ask the Scientists initiative and participation of a wide variety of young people from 
around the world.  Please see attached Addendum Six, which is a sample flyer we 
distributed to promote the project.  

Additionally, we directly contacted at least one school in every country Monsanto is 
located which includes: 

Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Hungary 
 

4. We have been monitoring the country of origin of our users since the project began 
through our weekly Web Host Server Statistics reports and web analytics. Between Q1 
(January 2008 - March 2008) and Q2 (April 2008 – June 2008), we increased the number 

India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Korea 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Pakistan 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
 

Russia 
Senegal 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
Turkey 
Uganda 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Venezuela 
Vietnam 
Zimbabwe 
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of countries whose users access our website http://www.earthsky.org from 142 to 151 
countries of the 193 total countries around the world. Earth & Sky welcomes Internet 
users from nearly ever country Monsanto is located.  We welcome users from every 
corner of our world, Yugoslavia to Zimbabwe, Spain to Singapore, Paraguay to Palestine, 
students, teachers and the general public.  These users are able to access science content 
and are taking part in asking questions about their world throughout the Monsanto Ask 
the Scientists initiative.   

Earth & Sky will continue to target countries which it  may not be currently reaching and 
will work to expand our coverage within countries which have only a minimal access to 
Earth & Sky content through further promotion of the project.  This will be a combined 
effort between Earth & Sky’s marketing director, program manager, technical support 
and executive director through the 2008 grant period. 

Earth & Sky has also seen a significant increase in the amount of downloading (i.e. radio 
shows, podcasts and related science content) that users are conducting from around the 
globe. Below is a sample of the increase in downloading we measured from selected 
countries between Q1 and Q2: 

 

 

5. Earth & Sky has informally thanked teachers who have helped their students participate 
in the project.  In the second half of the project Earth & Sky will have GreenBags, like 
those that grocery stores are selling as reusable grocery sacks, provided as a gift for the 
students who submitted questions as part of the Ask the Scientists project.  Earth & Sky 
will credit the Monsanto Fund with supporting the project and print both the Monsanto 
Fund’s and logo and tagline on the bag, along with the Earth & Sky logo and tagline, “A 
clear voice for science”, in addition to the title of the project, Ask the Scientists—Kids 
asking science question from around the world. Earth & Sky will consult the Monsanto 

Country 
Percent increase in downloading of radio podcasts 
and related science content 

Germany 184% 

South Korea 167% 

Thailand 159% 

South Africa 151% 

China 148% 

Hungary 144% 

Canada 137% 

Brazil 132% 

Taiwan 127% 

EU Countries 125% 

India 121% 
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Fund on designs for the bag, if requested. Earth & Sky believes reusable bags to be the 
most sustainable, eco-friendly and practical thank you gift for participants.  These 
reusable bags also provide extended promotion of the project and the work of the 
Monsanto Fund long after this year’s Ask the Scientists radio programs have aired.  

6. The Earth & Sky producers have been very excited by the complexity and relevance of 
the questions that they have received from students.  Please see a sample of the questions 
we have received from students below: 

Selected science questions Earth & Sky received from young people around the globe 

How hot is the sun? 

Will people make more turbines and use electricity from them? 

As public water supplies become more scarce, what is the newest science for making 
seawater more available? 

How are science and philosophy related? 

Will everyone use electric cars? 

Is it possible for humans to evolve or mutate to superhumans? 

If the fundamental particles bosons and phermons form everything in our universe, 
what are they made of and how do they form? 

Why does the sky change color when the sun sets? 

Will we discover more planets in the solar system? 

 

The following is a sample of the questions selected to be answered in a radio podcast 
and aired on our network of over 1700 global radio affiliates. 

Student’s Name 
Student’s School and 

Location Student’s Question 

Nina Amatulli American School in Japan, 
Tokyo, Japan 

Why is Earth the only planet with 
living things? 

Ziran UniCollege Bonaire, 
Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Why do people yawn? 

Tony Vientiane International 
School, 
Vientiane, Lao PDR 

Is it possible for humans to live 
for 200 years? 
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Pamela Zamora Secundaria Ovallle Monday, 
Mexico City, Mexico 

Why do we use only a small 
percentage of our brains? 

Jung Bin International School Tianjin, 
Tianjin, China 

Will there be more pollution in 
the future? Will there be flying 
cars? 

 

Earth & Sky has also received a number of pictures of students participating in the 
Monsanto Ask the Scientists initiative.  See Addendum Seven for a sample of the photos 
received along with the related release forms.  All collected photos and release forms will 
be compiled and submitted with Earth & Sky’s final project report.   

7. The Earth & Sky producers are in the process of interviewing scientists to answer the 
selected questions submitted by young people and will continue through the second half 
of the 2008 grant period.  The Earth & Sky producers have interviewed scientists from a 
variety of institutions in order to answer the young people’s questions, including The 
National Institutes of Health and NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.  Earth & Sky 
producers are working to interview scientists from a variety of backgrounds, countries 
and expertise, to answer young people’s questions, while also sending a message that 
scientists are everywhere, and that anyone can work to become scientists no matter where 
one lives.  A complete list of the scientists interviewed for the Monsanto Ask the 
Scientists radio podcasts can be provided in the final report if desired by the Monsanto 
Fund. 

8. Earth & Sky has released the first two Monsanto Ask the Scientists radio podcasts to our 
more than 1700 radio affiliates and additional media outlets.  The podcasts generated a 
combined 24 million impressions around the world, an increase of more than 8 million 
impressions than was initially anticipated when the proposal was drafted.  Earth & Sky’s 
science distribution network, which combines a number of media platforms, now 
generations more than 12 million impressions1 for every program that is released through 
our network. We have included audio samples of the first two Monsanto Ask the 
Scientists radio podcasts below as embedded files, and as email attachments to this 
report. Addendums Eight and Nine are screenshots of the two Monsanto Ask the 
Scientists radio podcasts which have been posted on our website.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Earth & Sky’s Spring 2008 U.S. Audience Analysis conducted by Act 1 Systems, Inc., a 
certified contractor of Abritron, Inc. 
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First Monsanto Ask the Scientists radio podcast (click logo to play) 

      

Second Monsanto Ask the Scientists radio podcast (click logo to play) 

            

The rest of the Monsanto Ask the Scientist radio podcasts will be tentatively released on 
the following dates through the end of the 2008 grant period: 

 

 

 

 

A compact disc containing all 12 of the Monsanto Ask the Scientists radio podcasts will 
be provided to the Monsanto Fund with Earth & Sky’s final project report. 

9. Earth & Sky has posted the first two programs to its website, and has included transcripts 
of the podcasts, the ability for users to stream or download the Ask the Scientists radio 
podcasts, along with information about the scientists and links to podcasts on related 
content. The first radio podcast produced and posted to our website answered Pamela 
Zamora’s question, “Why do humans only use only part of the brain?” can be viewed and 
streamed from our website at www.earthsky.org/radioshows/52559/why-do-humans-use-
only-part-of-the-brain.  The second Ask the Scientists radio podcast which answered Jung 
Bin’s question, “Will there be more pollution in the future?” can be viewed and streamed 
from our website at www.earthsky.org/radioshows/52592/will-there-be-more-pollution-
in-the-future. Earth & Sky will continue to post the Monsanto Ask the Scientists radio 
programs to its website as they are produced, reviewed and released throughout the 2008 
grant period.  The Monsanto Fund is welcome to repurpose these audio podcasts on its 
website. 

 
Goal 2: To increase global accessibility to informal science education by bringing Earth & 

Sky’s award-winning science content to a greater worldwide audience. 
 
Activities accomplished: 
 

1. Earth & Sky’s marketing director has worked to identify key radio markets to solicit new 
affiliates in order to increase student’s, educator’s, and the general public’s access to 
quality science content and extend the opportunity for young people to participate in the 
Monsanto Ask the Scientists project.  The number of Earth & Sky radio affiliates has 

• July 7, 2008 
• July 14, 2008 
• August 5, 2008 
• September 8, 2008 
• September 15, 2008 

• September 22, 2008 
• October 27, 2008 
• November 17, 2008 
• December 8, 2008 
• December 15, 2008 
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increased by more than 100 affiliates since the project started, ensuring that the Monsanto 
Ask the Scientist radio programs have the widest distribution possible.  Of key interest, 
Earth & Sky nearly doubled its number of air times on Radio America, which reaches 
167 of the 193 countries around the world, since this project began.  The increase in air 
times of Earth & Sky radio programs on Radio America has been helpful in raising 
awareness about the Monsanto Ask the Scientists project around the globe. 

2. Earth & Sky has exchanged links with a variety of its affiliate radio stations, educational 
partners and other media organizations.  Earth & Sky will augment its established 
initiative timeline by continuing to promote the project through the second part of the 
2008 grant period.  This ensures continued and increased awareness of the Monsanto Ask 
the Scientists project, and the participation and engagement of young people asking 
science questions from around the world. 

 
 
Goal 3: To provide young people from around the world with a searchable web-based resource 

for them to ask science questions, while also encouraging young people to use the 
Internet as a tool for learning. 

 
Activities accomplished: 

1. Earth & Sky has been working with its web developer, Lucid Crew, and its technical 
support staff to create and launch the Ask the Scientist searchable database.  This database 
will be launched in the early second half of the grant period.  When launched, the 
database will be linked to related Ask the Scientists sections of our website at 
www.earthsky.org and provide young people and general public from around the world 
an opportunity to have some of their science questions answered. 

 
2. Maintenance and augmentation of the database is in process and will continue to be 

carried out in the second half of the project period. 
 

3. Earth & Sky’s web developer, Lucid Crew, and its technical support staff are currently 
working to develop a mechanism that will incorporate the Monsanto Ask the Scientist 
podcasts into the existing database as the Ask the Scientist radio podcasts are released.  
All Monsanto Ask the Scientist podcasts will be incorporated into this database by the end 
of the 2008 grant period.  

 
Please see attached the Financial Expenditure Project Report for January 2008-June 2008. 
  
Earth & Sky is grateful for the Monsanto Fund’s support of the Ask the Scientists initiative.  This 
initiative continues to allow Earth & Sky the great opportunity to reach out to young people 
around the world and answer their science questions.  The Monsanto Ask the Scientists initiative 
not only contributes to Earth & Sky’s mission as a clear voice for science, but more importantly 
the project contributes to the overall increase of available STEM education for young people and 
their access and interest in quality science education and related learning tools.  Earth & Sky has 
had a huge response from young people about the project and foresees expanding the project in 
2009.  Earth & Sky would especially like to incorporate our Spanish language sister, Cielo y 
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Tierra, in order to answer science questions of young people in Spanish, for which there have 
been numerous requests. 
 
We look forward to Ms. Patterson’s visit later this year and continuing our work to answer young 
people’s science questions throughout 2008.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact Ryan Britton, Earth & Sky’s Executive Director, at (512) 477-4441 or by email at 
rbritton@earhtsky.org or Hope Roobol, Earth & Sky’s Sponsorship and Partnership Manager, at 
hroobol@earthsky.org.  
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Ask the Scientists Initiative Timeline 
 

2008  ACTIVITES 
Jan

. 

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1.  Work with Monsanto Fund to contact previously supported organizations working 

with youth to participate in the initiative 

            

2.  Develop and post submission methods for science questions, and establish submission 

mechanisms (Internet telephone, submission through the website, etc.) 

            

3. Promote initiative (website, among international organizations, schools, etc.)             

4. Monitor international users of earthsky.org through Google Analytics and adjust 

promotion of initiative accordingly 

            

5. Question submitters will be thanked for their participation in the initiative through 

email, mail, or by phone, and directed to other science resources 

            

6. Producers will monitor submission and begin identifying key questions to be answered 

by scientists 

            

7. Producers will conduct interviews with scientists to answer young people’s questions 

and produce them into 12 radio shows 

            

8. Interviewed scientists and internal review committee will review shows before 

distribution  

            

9. Distribute the Ask the Scientist radio shows through over 1600 radio station outlets 

around the world, resulting in each show being heard over 8.1 million times 

            

Goal 1  

10. Shows will be upload to Earth & Sky’s website, along with the show’s transcript, the 

ability to stream and download the show, a link to the Ask the Scientists searchable 

database, and other science links along with credit to the Monsanto Fund  

            

1. Affiliate Marketing Director will identify key radio markets to solicit new affiliates to 

increase accessibility of quality science education content abroad 

            Goal 2 

 
2. Exchange links with international organizations, schools and non-governmental 

organizations abroad to increase awareness and participation in the Monsanto’s Ask the 

Scientists initiative 

            

1. Work with web developer to create and launch the Ask the Scientists searchable 

database 

            

2. Maintain and augment the database to ensure timeliness, adding relevant links to other 

science resource especially for young people, along with links to Earth & Sky’s Kids 

section, developed in partnership with Project Learning Tree 

            

Goal 3 

3. Make Ask the Scientists shows available through keyword search ensuring an enduring 

impact of the shows messages, encouraging young people from around the world to 

question science in the world around them 
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Earth & Sky Project Financial Expenditure Report  

(6 months from Jan-June 2008) 

Monsanto Ask the Scientists  

 
PRODUCTION EXPENSES   

PERSONNEL EXPENSE   

Executive Producer   $6,559  

  (Oversight and management of project content)  .  

Executive Director/Producer  $6,018  

  (Oversight and management of project deliverables)   

Producer/Host   $4,319  

  (Project voice work)   

Staff Producers (3)  $9,309  

  (Project writing and production)   

Web/Radio Production Manager  $2,739  

  (Management and implementation of all online deliverables)  

Web/Radio Production Assistants (2)  $4,172 

  (Implementation and monitoring of all online deliverables)  

Researchers/Freelancers    $4,000  

Computer Programmer/Designer  $7,500  

  (Design and implementation of project online components)  

BENEFITS & TAXES  $5,499  

PRODUCTION TRAVEL  $1,119  

  (To science conferences and meetings)     

COMPUTER PURCHASES      $2,006  

PRODUCTION SUBCONTRACTS  $3,868  

 (Freelancers/international phone/software/computer consulting)    

TOTAL PRODUCTION EXPENSE  $57,108  

DISTRIBUTION & EVALUATION EXPENSES   

PERSONNEL EXPENSE   

Executive Producer  $2,769  

  (Management of distribution and network upkeep)   

Affiliate Relations Specialists/Marketing Director (3)  $9,259  

  (Upkeep and growth of the Earth & Sky network)    

Projects/Public Relations Manager   $4,237  

BENEFITS & TAXES  $1,982  

TRAVEL    $1,666  

 (Industry conferences)     

ADVERTISING  $926  

EVALUATION  $3,287  

 (project deliverables and general Earth & Sky impact)     

PUBLICATION / CONTENT DISTRIBUTION  $3,289  

DISTRIBUTION SUBCONTRACTS  $3,000  

  (Gathering of network audience numbers using Arbitron data where available)   

TOTAL DISTRIBUTION COSTS  $30,415  

ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATIONAL EXPENSES   

PERSONNEL EXPENSE   

Assistant Director $4,389 

  (Directing of personnel office and administrating)    
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Auditor  $1,620  

  (990 and A-133 audits)    

Grant Writers/Project Manager (2)  $8,043  

  (Implementation of current and future projects)   

BENEFITS & TAXES  $1,217  

GENERAL OVERHEAD   $12,030  

  (Office expense and indirect costs)     

COMPUTER/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  $5,170  

  (Programming and upkeep and distribution of online presence)     

TOTAL ADMIN. & OPERATIONAL EXPENSE  $32,469  

TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES TO DATE  $119,992  
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Screenshot of Ask the Scientists channel on our website at www.earthsky.org/article/ask-the-scientists



MONSANTO FUND

Earth & Sky 2008 Progress Report
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Screenshot of  Recording Tips for Teachers on our website at www.earthsky.org/article/how-to-get-great-audio
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Screenshot of homepage featuring the Ask the Scientists web button at www.earthsky.org
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Screenshot of EarthSky's For Kids section featuring the Monsanto Ask the Scientists project on our website at 
http://www.earthsky.org/kids/

Screenshot of EarthSky's For Kids section featuring the Monsanto Ask the Scientists project on our website at
http://www.earthsky.org/kids/
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Sample flyer used to promote Monsanto Ask the Scientists project  
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Screenshot of a Monsanto's Ask the Scientists show, answering the question, "Why do humans use only part of the brain?" on our website at
http://www.earthsky.org/radioshows/52559/why-do-humans-use-only-part-of-the-brain
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Screenshot of a Monsanto's Ask the Scientists show, answering the question, "Will there be more pollution in the future?" on our website
at

http://www.earthsky.org/radioshows/52592/will-there-be-more-pollution-in-the-future
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